America’s Interstates: The Next 50 Years

New funding, technology, materials and
methods will shape a generation of roads
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While America celebrates the
50th anniversary of the interstate
highway system, it faces some old,
as well as new, challenges:
funding, maintenance, new
technologies and increasing
congestion.

In June 1956, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed legislation that
would help shape a nation. The Federal-
Aid Highway Act of 1956 paved the way
for the creation of the interstate highway
system — a vision that today connects
people nationwide via a 42,795-mi. net-
work of roads.

Eisenhower’s foresight helped create
the backbone of U.5. economic growth,
reduced congestion on local and state
roads and helped improve road safety.

But even Eisenhower couldn't have
imagined today's demands on the high-
way system caused by tremendous pop-
ulation growth and the subsequent
increase in licensed drivers — at a time
when funding sources are becoming
scarce. As the industry celebrates the
soth anniversary of the interstate,
experts are looking at ways to address
the system's growing needs over the
next five decades.

Booming Demand Since 1556, the U.5.
population has grown 81.5% to 298.2 mil-
lion, and 2056 estimates suggest the pop-
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ulation could hit 437.2 million — a 46.6%
increase from today. Meanwhile, the
number of licensed drivers has grown
163.5% since 1956 to 2047 million. In 50
years, that number could hit 382.6 mil-
lion — an 86.9% increase.

Faced with that kind of growth,
today's Interstate is not expanding fast
ennu.gh to handle demand, said Charles
Potts, CEO, Heritage Construction and
Materials, Indianapolis.

“You've heard the saying, ‘Build it and
they will come,”™ he said. "Well, we
haven't built it, and they've already come.”

U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Norman Mineta said the basic issues of
interconnectivity have been addressed
since the days of Eisenhower, but as he
looks toward the next 5o years, conges-
tion relief and capacity building should
be the focus.

“We need to focus on the intermodal
nature of traffic growth,” he said. “As
you look at the next 2o years, the growth
in traffic from imports and exports
alone will put a tremendous load on the
systermn. We've got to be able to take traf-






